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Don has pursued a 
lifelong interest in 
science and 
engineering beginning 
as a youth in western 
Canada. He received 
his first amateur radio 
license at the age of 15 
while attending high 
school in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada. 

Disclaimer:

The information provided about 
hardware or software products does not 
imply any financial association or 
sponsorship. We do not endorse or have 
any financial interests in the products 
mentioned. Our reviews and opinions 
are based on independent analysis and 
research to provide informative content 
to our audience. It's important to make 
your purchasing decisions based on 
your own research and needs.
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Vector Network Analyzer

A Vector Network Analyzer (VNA) is a device used 
to measure the electrical properties of RF and 
microwave devices and networks. It does this by 
sending a signal down a transmission line and 
measuring the reflected and transmitted signals. 
The VNA then uses these measurements to 
calculate the S parameters if the device or network.

Vector Network Analyzer Measurements
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Attenuation 
versus frequency 

data is shown
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NanoVNA

HP 8590a
299.9 MHz 

Calibration Signal
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UHF Resonant Cavity Bandpass Filter Testing

About the Author

Don has pursued a lifelong interest in science and engineering beginning as a youth in western Canada. He received his first 
amateur radio license at the age of 15 while attending high school in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 

Don continued this interest and graduated from the University of Alberta receiving a Bachelor Science in Electrical 
Engineering. During the last 41 years he has worked in energy industry in Canada, the United States, Europe, South America, 
the Middle East and the Far East. 

His technical area of interest lead to publications of nuclear magnetic resonance applied to reservoir characterization. He was 
granted numerous US patents for developments of pressure core technology. Don was honored to be the Distinguish Speaker 
at the Harvard University Energy Conference. During 2020, Don received the prestigious Hart Energy Innovators Award. 

I obtained an amateur radio license in 1967 as VE6ANW, a year later achieved the advanced certification as VE6RI. I initially
pursued 20-meter DX working.  Soon after, I became interested in weak signal UHF propagation. After more than 50 years 
have passed, I have rejoined the amateur radio ranks and currently active on 20 meters and VHF / UHF bands.


